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DIGITALISATION
IS CHANGING THE
WORLD
Dear friends!
We would like to introduce to you the new „MBA Kalaidos University of Applied Sciences in
Digital Finance“ program, implemented by UNECON together with the University of Applied Sciences Kalaidos, Zurich, Switzerland, leading to a Swiss MBA UAS (Master of Business Administration) degree.
Modern companies are currently facing the challenge to transform for the digital age, which
they can only successfully carry out with highly qualified personnel. Innovative knowledge concentrated in our program will help you to occupy a worthy place in the hypercompetitive market.
Swiss specialists, who are addressed by the world‘s largest companies, are ready to share their
experience with you! They will teach you:
•

the key technologies and their implications for the strategies of digitizable business models
asset- and transaction-oriented banking, next-gen banking and insurance models);

•

the possibilities to carry out innovations with the involvement of the customers (for example,
design thinking, prototyping, walk-in labs);

•

the relevant digital developments at the customer interface (such as omnichannelling, digital
onboarding, robo advisory, app-design, new forms of customer segmentation);

•

the digital optimization potentials in the middle and backoffice;

•

the levers to successfully implement change in the long term, including the necessary cultural and HR aspects.

Prof. Dr. Tatiana Nikitina
Director
International Centre for Financial Markets Research
St. Petersburg State University of Economics

Prof. Dr. Bernhard Koye
Director
Swiss Institute for Financial Education
Kalaidos University, Zurich, Switzerland
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YOUR BENEFITS
Why you should use our program „MBA UAS in Digital
Finance“?
Location

Classes are held in St. Petersburg State University of Economics’ Campus,
which is located in the center of St. Petersburg, the most European city in
Russia. Situated on the board of East and West, it becomes a perfect place for
international networking. An inspirational trip to Switzerland will be remembered for a visit of finance and credit institutions, Crypto valley and Kalaidos
University.

Ideal work-study balance

When designing the program, we have taken into account the challenges of
working professionals to find an ideal work-study balance. Our program format enables you to minimize the amount of time away from work and allows
you to continue your professional career while pursuing a MBA UAS degree.

World level

The Swiss MBA UAS diploma and contacts, which you acquire at our program,
allow you to make a career on the international market or organize your own
financial business. Kalaidos University is federally accredited and well established in world leading companies.

Applied character

Gaining practice-oriented know-how during the program, exchanging ideas
with guest speakers from the financial world as well as sharing experiences
with a stimulating and professional participant group will help students leverage their full career potential in finance. All classes are taught in English
and, therefore, also qualify students for international careers.

Experts

The program is taught by prominent academics and professionals in the financial industry. Being simultaneously lecturers at Swiss universities and successful entrepreneurs, investors and consultants for world leading financial
companies with brilliant reputation, our experts professionally apply scientific
approaches and theory for actual practical task solving.

Successful implementation of Swiss know-how in Russian
practice

Russian teachers from UNECON will help you to implement and gain knowledge
in Russian practice considering specifics of the Russian market, law and mentality.
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TEACHERS
Prof. Dr. Bernhard Koye
Prof. Dr. Bernhard Koye is Director of
the Swiss Institute for Financial Education (SIF). He also acted as divisional head executive education at
Swiss Banking School / Swiss Finance Institute (a foundation of all
Swiss banks for top management development) and as department head
„Leadership & Executive Development“ at UBS. His PhD was regarded
as the break-through publication for
business model transformation in
the 21st century. Bernhard also acts
as digital transformation coach and
used to be regional head coach for
the Swiss tennis juniors team before
his career in finance.

Prof. Dr. Tatiana Nikitina
Prof. Dr. Tatiana Nikitina is Director
of the International Center for Financial Markets Research, Director of
the Russian-German Center, scientific advisor of the master program
“Banks and Assets management” at
UNECON. Tatiana Nikitina is professor of the Department of Banks, Financial Markets and Insurance of
UNECON and simultaneously a guest
lecturer at the Goethe University,
Frankfurt (Germany), Friedrich Alexander Universität Nürnberg – Erlangen (Germany) and Kalaidos University, Zurich (Switzerland).

Peter Bauer
In his professional career, Peter
Bauer has accumulated extensive
experience in the field of digital finance. Over the years, he held the
position of head of marketing in the
banks of Luzerner Kantonalbank and
Credit Suisse Group. Today he is a
lecturer and guest speaker at various conferences. As an expert, he
works with banks to set up the
framework of digitalisation projects.

Matthias Niklowitz
Matthias Niklowitz is currently Head
of Research with e-foresight, a
Swisscom owned fintech research
and consultancy unit, covering relevant developments on a global base.
E-foresight has some 20 leading
midsize and small Swiss banks as
customers. Beside this, Matthias
Niklowitz is lecturer for digital banking at the Swiss Institute for Financial Education (SIF), Kalaidos University, Zurich.

Katharina Berger
Katharina Berger is Innovation Evangelist at Deutsche Bank and previously Head of Design Thinking at
Deutsche Bank. Her functions include trend research to identify new innovative methods and to contribute
them to the bank. She organizes and
conducts design thinking workshops
and manages the entire innovation
process in the company by networking different innovation teams in different areas of the bank.

Ralph Mogicato
Ralph Mogicato has more than 25
years of experience in the financial
industry in Switzerland, Germany,
Austria and Singapore. He is former
CEO of Synpulse (known as solution
providers). He has experience in
building a strategy, determining
business plans, making decisions
about buying / own developing information technology. Currently, he
is an active investor, a member of
the board/consultant for start-up
companies in the field of financial
technology (for example, Starmind,
Unblu, Contovista), invited lector
and professor of the University of
Zurich.
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CONTENT OF THE PROGRAM

30 % of the study period take place in the form of face-to-face lessons. The remaining
70 % consist of individual practice projects, group work and self-study. The presence events
are held in St. Petersburg on the campus of the St. Petersburg State University of Economics. The participants are invited to work on preparation and transfer orders. Through the
interweaving of face-to-face teaching with self-study, written work and individual practice

Digital Finance 1

Digital Finance 2

Digital Finance 3

Digital Finance 4

Strategic Overview:
Next Generation
Digital Finance

Future Business
Models of Digital
Finance

Technology as Driver
of Digital Finance

Innovation Tools for
successful Shaping
of Digital Finance

• Basics of digitization, innovation,
disruption, banking
technology, and
fintech

• Business models for
banks and insurance
companies

• Short term and long
trends in banking
and finance technology

• Information and
theory covering a
broad area mostly
related to cultural
change

• Areas of innovation:
Payments, lending/
deposits, investment
management
• Innovations from
other verticals:
e-commerce, social
media, communication technology

• Promising/struggling technologies
• Implications for a
financial services
strategy

• Technology strategy
and management for
business executives
• State-of-the-art
examples of selected usage of blockchain, artificial
intelligence and
others

• Stakeholder mapping, personas,
empathy map, and
value proposition
(customer)
• Creating a point of
view, prototyping
and enduser testing,
value proposition
(product) and
business modelling
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projects, there is the possibility of experiencing a sustainable transfer of knowledge. During
the educational process, you can develop concrete digitization aspects of your bank or insurance company as part of the seminar work, or, alternatively, deepen your know-how with
regard to innovation and digital business models through a study visit to Zurich and the
Crypto Valley in Zug.

Visit 2

Digital Finance 5

Visit 1

Successful implementation of Client
Centricity*

Switzerland

Master Semester

Switzerland

• Outside-in-thinking:
customer insight
and client value
creation enhance
relevance and
simplicity and drive
stronger effectiveness

• Case study

• Realisation of
master thesis
project

• Presentation of
master thesis

• Inside-out-thinking:
New value chains
reduce complexity
and drive higher
efficiency

• Company visits

• Successful transition: Beacons in the
financial world

* Successful implementation of client
centricity in a digital
financial world – a
transition of management perspective from
inside-out- to outsidein-thinking

• Presentation
disposition of
master thesis
• Presentation of
transfer assignments
• Presentation of
selected speakers

• Group project for
real companies
• Personal development plan: leadership and soft skills
• Networking

• Presentation of the
case study
• Company visits
• Presentation of
selected speakers
• Graduation
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Partner of the Program

ST. PETERSBURG STATE
UNIVERSITY OF ECONOMICS
(UNECON)

St. Petersburg is the world center of scientific and cultural cooperations. The city is the
venue for an economic forum, as well as a financial, cultural an innovative international
forum.
St. Petersburg State University of Economics (UNECON) is
a recognized leader in economic and financial education
not only in Russia, but also in the international market, cooperating with almost 100 foreign universities. In addition,
UNECON actively develops net-university on the Eurasian
Economic Union area.

The University is situated in the historical building of first
State Assignation Bank. This connection with the
financial market is maintained by the university until now
– it has an active dialog with the Central Bank as well as
the leading commercial banks and insurance companies
who appreciate the quality of education provided by the
university together with the friendly and professional
atmosphere. The graduates of UNECON are famous
politicians, businessmen and top-managers of big
companies.

Partner of the Program

KALAIDOS UNIVERSITY
ZURICH, SWITZERLAND

Kalaidos University of Applies Sciences is the first private university officially accredited by
the Swiss Federal Council as one of only eight universities of applied sciences in Switzerland.
Here are some facts about Kalaidos University:
• The university is fully enabled to grant ECTS creditpoints
• Kalaidos University is federally accredited
• Market leader in Executive Education in Switzerland
with 20 % market share
• Legally part of the Kalaidos Education Group with
around 25’000 students and a turnover of 174 Mio CHF
• Main campus in Zurich, Switzerland
• Staff within Kalaidos Group: more than 3’300 speakers, most of them with working experience in the
economic sector; more than 550 administrative staff
• Cooperation e.g. with Credit Suisse, UBS, Swiss
National Bank, PwC and more financial institutes
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LEGAL
INFORMATION
Legal framework
The program is implemented by the International Center
for Financial Markets Research of St. Petersburg State
University of Economics (UNECON), in the framework of
the cooperation between UNECON and Kalaidos University, Zurich, Switzerland (Memorandum of Understanding from 24.10.2014, Annex about Joint MBA Program
from 13.09.2018). It includes receiving an internal
Certificate of UNECON and CAS/MBA/EMBA UAS of
Kalaidos University in specialization of Digital Finance.
Languages
The language of teaching is English. You can discuss your
projects with Swiss experts also in German or French.
Conditions for entering the program
Participants should have a Master’s or Specialist’s diploma
confirmed by the commission from UNECON. For non-financial graduates, there is the possibility to attend training
courses for getting the basic knowledge in this area.

Education Process
The blended form of education, which is used at our program, involves a set of intensive work courses leaded by
the Swiss teachers in St. Petersburg together with extensive materials for self-study. All the knowledge that participants acquire on the program should be implemented in
their companies. In addition to being practice oriented, the
program also develops network competences, so participants will work in groups. The final presentations and
tests at the end of the courses will take place in Switzerland during a short-term trip. After that, participants will
get the Certificates of Advanced Sciences Kalaidos University of Applied Sciences (CAS UAS). Those of them who
want to get MBA/EMBA status will continue the education
process with working on master projects in Digital Finance. To support communication with the scientific supervisor from Switzerland, Skype will be available throughout the program. The presentations of master projects
and handing the diplomas will be organized in Zurich during the second short-term trip.
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CONTACT
Program Directors

Prof. Dr. Tatiana Nikitina
International Center for Financial Markets Research
St. Petersburg State University of Economics
Tel.: +7 (812) 570-29-42
E-mail: nikitina.t@unecon.ru

Information and enrollment

Maria Galper
Program Manager
Tel.: +7 (921) 926-33-39
E-mail: galper.m@unecon.ru

Prof. Dr. Bernhard Koye
Swiss Institute for Financial Education (SIF)
Kalaidos University, Zurich, Switzerland
Tel.: +41 44 200 19 93
E-mail: bernhard.koye@kalaidos-fh.ch
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International Center for Financial Markets Research
St. Petersburg State University of Economics
3-ya lestnitsa, room 5
Sadovaya Str. 21
191023, St. Petersburg, Russia
Phone: +7 (812) 570-29-42
Fax: +7 (812) 710-56-44
E-mail: galper.m@unecon.ru
http://en.unecon.ru/icfmr
http://iunecon.ru/MBA_Digital_Finance

Kalaidos University of Applied Sciences
Jungholzstrasse 43
CH-8050 Zurich
Phone +41 44 200 19 19
Fax +41 44 200 19 15
info@kalaidos-fh.ch
www.kalaidos-fh.ch
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